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Dear Lewis  
 
EU EXIT LEGISLATION - PROTOCOL WITH SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT: 
THE HEALTHCARE (EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AREA AND SWITZERLAND 
ARRANGEMENTS)(EU EXIT) REGULATIONS 2019  
 
Thank you for your letter dated the 24th of September confirming that the Committee is 
content that the Scottish Government give agreement to UK ministers to make the above-
named Regulations on our behalf where they touch on devolved competence.  
 
The statutory instrument was laid in the UK Parliament on Thursday the 3rd of October and is 
available at: 
 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2019/1293/contents/made 
 
I can now confirm that this instrument is consistent with the consent granted. 
  
I have also noted your comment for future reference as regards to setting out explicitly the 
Scottish Government’s position and reasons for agreeing to statutory instruments in 
parliamentary notifications.   
 
The above-named regulations are necessary to allow the UK Government to continue to 
fund and administer EU reciprocal healthcare arrangements on a UK-wide basis post brexit, 
while allowing NHS healthcare providers in the devolved administrations to retain the 
function of determining applications from their residents wishing to travel for healthcare in the 
EEA, where prior authorisation is necessary.  We have made it clear to the UK Government 
from the outset that we expect it to continue to fund and administer EU reciprocal healthcare 
in the event that the UK leaves the EU.    
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Therefore, in such circumstances, we are content to agree that the UK Government make 
the regulations on the Scottish Government’s behalf where they impact on devolved 
competence. 
 
.  
 
 

 
 

JEANE FREEMAN 
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